
Hi everyone, first of all can I say how excited I am to 

come to be your minister in Ballyclare. I want to share 

with you a little bit of my background, my family, and 

some of the things that make me who I am. 

 Firstly I want to share how I became a Christian.  I 

was brought up in a Christian home and gave my life to 

Jesus aged five. My mum and dad moved to Northern Ireland from Liverpool and settled in 

Saintfield, as dad was called by God to be an evangelist in the province. I remember spending 

many a Sunday in Mission Halls and different churches with my dad. We moved to Portrush 

where mum and dad ran Project House on Mark Street, the base for many outreaches at 

Easter, North West 200 and summer periods and we also went down the coast into glens. We 

went to Portrush Presbyterian whenever we were at home. 

 As a teenager I was involved in outreach evangelism and Youth and Children’s work, 

both taking part and leading and coordinating teams. When I was 17 the Lord really convicted 

me as to my walk with him. The verse  

Psalm 37v4. Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.  

Three times I was challenged by that verse in totally different ways; through my Bible reading, 

through a friend who gave me the verse and through the post when someone sent me a bit of 

tree log with the verse painted on it. I couldn’t escape it and was faced with the question; what 

were my desires centred on? If I delighted myself in God then my desires would fall away and 

God’s desires would become mine, which were infinitely more noble and true than mine. 

 Secondly I want to share about my journey into the ministry. While working in BKS, a 

mapping survey firm, God really challenged me as to how I was going to serve him for the rest 

of my life. I spoke with the Rev. Harry Allen and he suggested I might have the gifts for ministry. 

I left BKS aged 24 and started an Access Course in Magee so I could apply for University as I 

didn’t have enough qualifications. I worked in Bishops shoe shop and became more active in 



New Row, Presbyterian as a Youth Fellowship leader, Youth Club leader, BB officer and in the 

bowls club and Congregational Committee.  

 Before studying theology at Union College, I went to the University of Ulster at Coleraine 

to study Philosophy and European Studies and applied for the ministry. Over the seven years 

of study I was supported by Gillian who was working in Nationwide Building Society at the time. 

I did my Assistantship in First Coleraine in the last year of the Rev. David McIlwrath’s ministry 

and during the first two years of Rev. Peter Fleming’s ministry, serving under Rev. Sam Millar 

as Convener of the Vacancy.  

 I was  called and ordained into the ministry in Ballynure in May 2000 and then to 

Greystone Road in September 2008. I have also had the opportunity to serve as Convener of 

the Youth and Children’s board for a term, heading up the MAD Weekend for six years. I have 

also been Convener of two vacancies, and of a Commission of Presbytery, Youth Committee 

Chair in both Presbyteries, and currently Events Convener, Chair of BBNI CE & CR Committee 

and Board member of Murlough House Dundrum.  

 What makes me passionate about being a minister of the gospel is seeing the gospel 

change lives, seeing people coming to know Jesus Christ and seeing those who are far from 

God come close, growing in their faith. In ‘Mission 2012’ we had 16 people come to faith in one 

week and 9 people make recommitments of their faith. When we repeated the mission in 2016 

more people came to trust Jesus.  

 Thirdly and finally a little bit about me. In 2009, when four months into Greystone Road 

I had open heart surgery, to close a hole in the heart. I have fully recovered from that surgery 

and that is testimony to the love and care of many people from Greystone Road.  

 I have been married to Gillian for 30 years. Gillian’s home congregation was New Row 

in Coleraine where her dad was an elder. She used to work in the Nationwide Building Society 

and now she runs a JoJingles franchise in the Antrim, Ballyclare and Carrickfergus areas along 

with her most important job of keeping me right. She loves to cook, bake, and crochet. 



 We have three children, Ian, Ruth and Hannah. Ian is 27, and is getting married in March 

2021 to Amy Kelly who is a member of Lowe Memorial. They will live in Ballynure, and Ian is 

currently working as a Behavioural Support worker in Parkhall College part time and part time 

in Ballylinney Presbyterian as their Youth Worker. Ruth is 24 and is in her final year of her 

Masters in Art Therapy at the Ulster University in Belfast and also has her own ceramics 

business. Hannah is 19 and in her first year doing theology in Belfast Bible College. Both Ruth 

and Hannah work in Regatta at The Junction part time. We have three labradors, Poppy, Rosie 

& Teddy and two fish.  

 I support Tranmere Rovers, as my grandfather played for them. I also support Coleraine 

football Club, who my father in law supported. I love rugby and my son Ian currently plays for 

Cooke and I try to go and watch him whenever I can. I love watching NFL and each year we 

have an NFL party on SuperBowl night which I hope to continue in Ballyclare!! (If restrictions 

allow.) 

 Believe it or not before covid I went to the gym twice a week, played five aside football, 

and I scuba dived. I love scuba diving and have had the privilege of diving in a few different 

countries. I used to dive locally but haven’t done so for the last few years, preferring warmer 

waters! I walk and do a little jogging and a little cycling.  

Your minister and friend, Jonathan. 

 


